

7V/t 

V'.V" \ ; _ 







ST 10O-W£7lt 


COH 




.oold exact of hi*elf that -da hi-tell S^£ZS“^ 

UOtod to bin until they bad giron U» *«« •»•• fSLd ” 

crtS. lad tbsy Ht back end liatonad to hla toll ho* h» had J-”* 4 * 1 ** . 

with »U the .-bar. thara, jag^w £££ ^SJSp^ 

sr^wiTa^-sgs ~s s.- * * — 

of tha doapsa.t *>rality in tbo worlds •!’■ C 41 !^* isrci ' 9 ES * 


WRIGBT oootinnea with the it wai ?<d STignorant, 

glory; and y*t, bacaus. it had ecodraned of thair li^tSttwaa- 

LST-SSA’ ^‘S£Sfe SSfSrSSft-. 

jse^* ““^SSHr-'rrra” 

K»at>la to racocniae thair traaaoo nd ay axwcutloo 

black bliadaa&s, that they war* ri^bt.* 

Th® for* going portion of IRIOKPa article haa bt«n quotad baeaoaa ©f 
th. fact tha^it aignif leant in gating that M 

fesraarcaa nA!5sr«sass w*2— ■ 
«. sssi ss 

op to tha rrant of hay Day 1936 

in th* parada and wa« p^lca^ ra^etad ^ rtttoot eoBlns 

Coouniat. whila other T np?^?n*rwf* r . to tha hliadnaa. of thaa# indlwidnal* 
to hi. ajalatanca. «HIQjg j ^ Litton, tha etorfea in 

and aada tha statenant *1 . »lorr to tha CooBsmiat Party* t tri X 

which I had a^ign*! a rola of honor a^gtoyto^tha £££££ For I tea* in 

S» i?5r i~*. * — •»“* - 

in regard to tha artiolaa ty WBilffli it nay ha notad that thaaa two 




\mH\$ tt7,R , tfJ> 



In fin of tte f*ct thot tho pablieity ond tho lnfcawoUa n 
fgrnlobod by lnfoimnt* iixfcS*tod TOIOHT*» break «ith tho Cooau nlat F*r*y 
m an actual foot, it wwftlt that • diocroet and . 

with WtlOHT wi«ht bo productive. However, » •« 

31 , 19 l*h that WKTr.HT is prsssotly on his vacation sod will »ot ht omcx in 




K 1004*1671* 


PSmSLOI^D lESD 
■- XS ICEK FIELD DIVISIOH 

c» its*- mi, 

4i»cr*etly inUrrtw k»bj*ct 1EIOHT “ 

CoKminlst Party# y ^N. 




k. 

j 








4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF IftVESTlGATtQH 

foipa deleted page information sheet 


7 Page(s) Withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


. , , bi ' b*?' 

\Z Deleted under exemption^ ) 

material available for release to you. 


of the following statements, 


with no segregate 


j ] Information pe 


rtamed only to a third party with no reference 


to you or the subject of your request. 


... Y ou r name is listed in the title only. 


D Information pertarned only to a third party. Your name 
D Documents) ongrnating with the following 


Pagets) referred for consult ation to the following ^ v ^j‘^f t "on originated with them. You will 

STdw^ra 40 the FB1 ' 


Page(s) 


withheld for the following reason^): 


| — j poc your information-. 


x Kor ifi to be used for reference regarding these pages. 

0^ The following number is to be useu 


xxxxxx 
*JMth r £ jcxxxxx 
/?? 


xxxxxxxxjQaaaxHas 

& HO DUPLICATION FEE 
v poR THIS PAGE . 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 







4-750 ( 2 r i - 79 ) 




t ) 


xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INYESTI6ATI0H 
F01PA DELETED PAGE IRFORMATOR SHEET 




J_ Pagets) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more 
indicated explain this deletion. 


of the following statements, fta* 


r Deleted under exemption(sl 


b 


with no segregate 


material available for release to you. 


□ Information pertained only to a third party 


, With no reference to yon or the subject of your request 


listed in the title only. 


[~~1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is 
□ Document! s) originating with the following gov em ^' / t ^‘ n f ^,^ ie(i them for direct response to you. 


Pagets) referred for consultation to the following 


be advised of avai 


lability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Pagets) Withheld for the following reasontsl: 


\ \ For your information: 


_/ , . . he u& ed for reference regarding these pages: 

[7J The following number is to be usea ior re 

— 



xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

t 1 1 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X DELETED PAGE(S>- $ 
$ NO DUPLICATION FEE g 

a navn mno r> 4 rT I 


r»i/ 


3 



4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 


<(J % 

V* -- * — 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHVEST1GAT10M 
F01PA DELETED PAGE IHF0RMAT10M SHEET 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


I Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the Hie. One or more of the following starts. 

indicated, explain th i s deletion. 




with no eegregable 


Deleted under exemptions ) 
material available for release to you. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originating with the following to ^ f or direc t response ^7ou. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following ^ v ^^f t " 0 ^ ( ^'nated with them. You will" 
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


| 1 Por your information: 


O' The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 





xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


tocxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
£ DELETED PAGEtS) G 
9 NO DUPLICATION FEE X 
t FOR THIS PAGE X 

irwvWWWYYYYYYYYX 


rm i/Dc 


Wtu'6fh I ZV^ 


■ 


.v. 


J 






1 


I Cf' — , 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


k 3 t tori;, h. t. 



K* 





A review of the Indi ces of th e TTashlncton Field Office indi- 
_ A fov~r<»d to undoubtedly a nationally 

cated that the person referred to resides in Kew York 

prominent necro author by the n&ne of thi^HICilAHD WRIGHT have been 

City. It was found that numerous with 

Esde JS n * th M I>a d : E el s ^bcen* developed t>y the’ Special Cocrdttee on Un-Aneiican 
ictivities^House ^ Representatives, Honorable BAKTU! PIES, Chaiman. 


w oven amo 
fDMAROO 
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OliS.IUSE 



In Tiew of 'the fart that HICKAKD WJGKT is reports to 

reside ir. Kew Tor,: City and inasnuch as there is no ^ rth " 
to be conducted with regard to hit in Ttashington, D. i C., the New ^° r ^ 7 
office is being designated office of origin herein and thus case re being 
considered referred upon cocpletion to that office. 




- HE 


-Jed up or caELETio:: tc tie optice of cpjgim - 








jet 


t 

- />V i 


* 



Mi'wr, & 



federal bureau of investigation 


wm- 



THIS^CASC 0^®®*ATKD AT YORK j W« Ye 


vx^am '"i 


maroTT macs at 


KSW YORK, S. Y. 


DATE WMKM MASS M*IOOrO« 

7/8/44 572F6A-3A 


cwwxtct or I 


RICHARD KATHAKXEL WRIGHT 
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adrleed tbit Subject naa ^ 1944 ^ been eade nlth the octal 
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books_be_hss3lftQ been^engagedin^^-rrltlng _ b#enrt 0 < , t v»a‘by Subject 

^lch con “™^® H !F?' _ ther^lengthy review of hie Ufa appearing in th* 

SRIGHT is typified by the iwther leng^v by the H. S. Sllson Company. this 
volume ‘Current Blogrephy a^O published cy September 4. 1906 mod his 

voluae states thetJJ'THI^TSKW» ^^^3 49 £* s t 33rd Street, Sew Tork 
present address is care of t Toune'Heero writer whose collection of 

City. It refers to him as * brilli T^^f 500 g prll e competition in 1938 and 
short stories -Uncle Tom eC^^ 1940 election oTttx Book-of-the-tonth 

sr. *sa: rs ssr.&KB.2S- •* <■» -»~ w - — “ 

book. ^ 

The life of RICH4HD SRI GOT, beginning ' 
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»• «■”. a g ' rrsyrsasis sb 
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«ilh patalysiB during the first - > #tated J hat he did so *uch figging, 

bouse to live. SRIGOT ie “J^I^back to his grandmother who pre- 
lying and school-cutting He was put InsTtt Day Adventist 

dieted that he would and on the gaUows. he was fu ? 


£>, 207 
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in H>$-<1674 



School, taught by hi* »unt. it 15 h. left home and wnt to l^hUand got 
w portsr «md ...senger. During th.jubasqu.nt r»*”ba«or^d hi. 
vav all orer the country sorting at any Undjf Jobfroos 

darting in a peat office. He drift.! to Chicago -her. h. ^ h “^**g t>ss 
atood a better chance of getting Jobs. He «a. a clerk for * 

1933 had a taste of polities. The re Ties then quote, shat Is purportedly 

the Subject* s awn statement: 

•I be cans an assistant precinct captain in the ^Republican ^ ^ 
Primary Election", he said, "I ^s proiiised 1 1 

get it. Kext time I bees* an assistant P^jrinct caplin 
for the Democrats and was promised a job, w!Ach 1 di ^ 
get. So then I became a Red. Row I am ^at the p&ptrs 
refer to aa a card-carrying ComBiuniBt."* 


In 1935. 1RIGHT was on the FEDERAL WRITERS* PROJECT in 
-qth oaner articles and some stories to the magaaines. He 
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1944 
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Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


HlCkAE^fBlOET . 

RE: S8WaW^- M4 - WBB » 

INTERNAL SICUBITf - C 


It is recommended that a Security Index card be prepared . 
relative to the individual named below: 


Fame : 
Aliases : 


RICHARD VR.IG-HT 


Residence Address: 69 leff.rt. *£■*■«* C-83 

Brooklyn 16, *ev T ork 


Business Address: 
X Native Born ' — 


X Communist 

fascist (Italian) 


Von* 

Alien 

German 

Japanese 


Naturalised 

Miscellaneous 


Sept. 4. 19?8 

Date of B ^ r ^, l.tahe i. hltTHTl Ppl 

Place of Birth ^ 

Entered U. 6. 

Naturalized (date) 


KaiurBii^y 7T 

Naturalized (place and Court) 



Very truly youre, 



/ 'oo - 
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F Tf X 

28 JUN’,-9 1944 
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In the report of Sp 
dated July 8, 1944 at New Tork, H. *•* 


follows : 
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WASH FROM HEW YORK 2 28 1-1 4P I Mr. 

✓ / | Mr. 9c!aa'.. 

DIRECTOR URGENT A ^ v/T^ ^ 

tAIN^ RICHARD NATH A N I EL^W RIGHT, IS-C. FOR THE BUREAUS 
TODAYS NY^IERALD TRIBUNE ENTITLED VnEGRO AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS I 1 
TOLERANT", STATES THAT RICHARD WRIGHT, AUTHOR OF "NATIVE SON" IN DIS 
CUSSING HIS OWN BREAK WITH ^COMMUNIST PARTY SAYS PARTY FEARS NEW IDEA 
AND THAT COMMUNIST POSITION ON AMERICAN NEGRO HAS UNDERGONE A 
AND LAMENTABLE REGRESSION" IN RECENT YEARS. WRIGHT WAS FURTHER CRE- 
DITED WITH DESCRIBING COMMUNISTS AS "NARROW MINDED, BIGOTED, INTOLER/ 
AND FRIGHTENED OF NEW IDEAS WHICH DONT FIT INTO THtIR OWN." THE HER/ 
TRIBUNE FURTHER STATES THAT MR WRIGHTS REMARKS WERE PROMPTED BY ftUES' 
CROWING OUT OF AN ARTICLE WHICH* HE HAS WRITTEN FOR THE ATLANTIC MON 
FOR AUGUST UNDER THE TITLE OfVi TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST." THE TRIB' 
FURTHER STATES THAT IN THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY ARTICLE THE AUTHOR OF RA 
ca« TiTcniccrc EAPVTEST EXPERIENCES, AS A CP MEMBER IN CHICAGO TOU 


DISTI1 


ifeS CRIMES THE ARTICL 
^J)hE TRIBUNE R 

; rire^fpECIFIc detail 


Ifl 



NY2 PAGE 2 


OF THE CHICAGO BREAK WITH THE COMMUNISTS BECAUSE THESE WILL BE COVERED 
IN THE SECOND MAGAZINE ARTICLE. WRIGHT FURTHER ADVISED THE TRIBUNE 
THAT HIS CP MEMBERSHIP COVERED THE PERIOD, ROUGHLY, FROM THE LATTER 

, . > 2 2 ^ f A // J 

PART OF NINETEEN THIRTYTWO TO NINETEEN' FORTY AND THAT HIS EARLY ASSO- 
CIATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS IN CHICAGO HAS BEEN BROKEN IN NINETEEN 
THIRTYSEVEN WHEN HE WAS EJECTED FROM THE SAME. WRIGHT FURTHER ADVISE! 
THAT HE WAS ON THE OUTS WITH THE PARTY FROM MAY UNTIL AUGUST THIRTY 
SEVEN AND THAT HE WAS REINSTATED IN NY IN SUCH YEAR AND •MAINTAINED 
A RELATIONSHIP* WITH THE PARTY UNTIL FORTY WHEN HE SAID HE LEFT THE 
SAME. THE TRIBUNE ARTICLE DISCUSSING WRIGHTS COMMENTS ABOUT THE LAKE! 
TABLE REGRESSION OF THE CP POSITION ON THE AMERICAN NEGRO CREDITED MR 
WRIGHT WITH STATING "PUBLICLY COMMUNISTS WILL DENY THAT THERE IS ANY 
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THEIR Mfe-ITANCY, BUT PRIVATELY THEY OFFER ANY 
HANDY EXCUSE. THE MILITANCY OF THE NEGRO QUESTION HAS PASSED INTO TH! 
HANDS OF BIGHT WING NEGROES. THAT WAS NOT TRUE EIGHT YEARS AGO. MOS 
OF THE BATTLES THEN WERE LED BY COMMUNISTS." THE ARTICLE FURTHER STA 
TED THAT IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION AS TO WHAT CAUSED THE CHICAGO RIFT 
BETWEEN HIM AND THE COMMUNISTS WRIGHT HAD* STATED "IT WAS AN ACCUMULAT 
.OF MANY THINGS - NOT SO MUCH A LEAVING AS AN EJECTION OF A DIFFERENCE 
OF'-tPINf-ON. I HAD MY WAY OF EXPRESSING MY CONCEPTION OF NEGRO EXPER- 


END PAGE TWO 





NY2 PAGE THREE 


IENCE IN WRITING. I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE OF VALUE TO THEM 


THEY HAD 


THEIR IDEAS OF HOW I SHOULD REACT AS A COMMUNIST. THERE WAS AN IRRE 
CONCILABLE GAP BETWEEN OUl(. ATTITUDES . I DO NOT REGARD THE COMMUNIST 
TODAY AS EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE." WRIGHT FURTHER 


ADVISED THE TRIBUNE THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE A TERRIBLE LOT TO LEARN 
ABOUT PEOPLE. COMMUNISTS PECULIARLY ARE TOO MUCH THE VICTIMS OF THE 
VERY SOCIETY THEY ARE TRYING TO CHANGE. THIS TOO OFTEN FINDS EXPRES 
IN INTOLERANCE AND NARROWNESS^"-- AT TH^ PR^CTT ^Hg'-IHE NY OFFICE H 
UNDER CONSIDERATION THE ADVISABILITY OF INTERVIEWING M^WRIGHT. 


CONROY 




£ ■ 2/3 







mm lvo 

E5S-1S7U6U — }] 
fir. • Hsw Torte City 

to Idg&r Hoovor - 
RICHARD R/vTRANIHL ' 


R,fer*not i. ^ to your ^ 
rJ? ort«d disarflli^Uo^^ tin 

tho^advia ability of inUnriewing Iright. 
^r^’^loitauS of the ~?V* 

yurthereore, ^ t^n^rrt*« ^rticuLrly p« 

Bade of R right • art political AaBOctati « 
r^axd to th® Coecunist Politico 

Any inter*.. with **ght rot, of 

"•^iyatTri-ht^ 

ie ea that *n. b nt ^ r**?ect to t 

-rK *t. -the oreser.t ti»a 1 



like: •'Dex Bait fe»«nfeE4^ erotic -winea 

^oicuEIv 

Throughout our conn Ur. « ** platform that I 
all know, there art desperate el- gj the Jim Crov 
tons to accentuate the “racial” elect to the Ui 
jjjrkaona fcn every possible com- ' gres* another £X 
plexity. "Negro against <**»” *• fell • mode 
the Oerald Smith way of getting a bridgehead lo 
KegTo support lor an anti-Negro people bare dec 
‘movement; aince anti-Semitism Is Wright lends 
only a Iottd ol white chauvinism, other opinion. 
And Negro against trade unions, 
purely as an aid to the old rile- {"'AN we do 
neas ol trade -union exclusiveness ^ Wfight? T( 
against the Negro. The first de- ®ent ol the p« 
mand on a man who is to remain any individual, 
in the Communist movement is mi, and rises, e 
that be be a democrat — in the . ridual we once 
broad, non party sense ol the word derm. Didn't 
—a republican in the great long- aged and quit 
time historical meaning. And even gcotuboro can 
Richard WrWht's remarkably and didn't tl 
talented book,+.aUve S*n, bad as then come w 
iu weakest sifr, a* Ben Davis ryes lor every I 
pointed out at the time, a certain jaded eye*. 
lack ol sense ol the vast demo- one who ca 
era tic character ol the Negro's height ol the 
struggle ol the ages. Now the of the people i 
greatest “mallenar struggle of feB boro struggle, 
time is raging to its fiery climax in man, living in 

rhieh the victory bes with all a part-time 

peoples seeking freedom. And Mr. Chicago, one t 

- Wright forgot that certain adi- the people in 
torial people are glad to get any- genius needs 

1 thing in election time that seems millions of bo 

- to line up talented people on the cause, Richai 

1 un talented ride ol the enormous is be gon 


*|N the hal&d$en years 
* ^hat was 

a roenbtr of the Commu- 
nist Party he did not dis- 
cover that the Communists 
have no concern whatever with 
persuading people to be loyal to 
the Communist organization per 
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Director, FBI 
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internal se curit y (c) 
security matter 




Dear Sir: 


Bnclos^_*re_the origin*^ a»d 

RICHARD WEIGHT# the 


faaed^olored novellit who is core id* red 
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100-41674 


toclosedarethe orieiiml and cm copy of the report ofBB 
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■■^^cS^ScHTthe Colored norelUt ebo is being considered • 
key figure in the Ken lork Field Division* 
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Ib an 1 am af April 21, !.»«•*■ “° 

•dltorfol ahieh ¥. FCED 

tmprt^Mnt of ^4RL B3C«rEE£ *?? Kara!«« sur*. a tori tor? la 
oonUinod in ®*®Ta InUnrittonil Poblitort. ftED Mffr l J 

moan Srtoin. to a *f» **£•**• 

^rtT^r thi. mrk oni toon, toot ora rotolroi or. to *» **• 

•Bari Bronri.tr Dtftatt Bond.* 

Ib an 1 mm dotoi J— 9, 190, W 1* ® 1 ^'* 
^,p,u-. WDae toon* of to* *ritor* Goner*.* too odoptod * &» 

profrti* 


•nil 

m on laaaa dotod Mil 24, 1941, W 7, 

It 1» no tod toot WIGHT** «»• *pp**r» •*>“« 

nupport to Grant Britoln ond «- Sorl.t V*m. 

A ehonn ef nttitod. of 

SK 5KB3,*«rJISA*ffl 

grth,^ toot Gsmoay daelarto anr on Booolo on J» 22, 19*1. 

I» on laaaa' dotod ta«u.t 18, 190 «IOHT app*«* - 
tho CLtloan’a Coaalttoo toFro. l*A HiMT^BRIDCgS lo o frload 

agrinti him art aatriat of torioa# 

In an li» dotod Oetobar 22, 190, ^ 

m Mri>art of a groop of olid. toot oalllog 
«IGKT't out appttrt u opt of to atmrt o ^ 

for a rtltatt of BARI* BaOVEB. 

On *>rantor 19, 190, IK* 3. **«* 

ecbakd mum ^ 

•f "lotlTO ton.* 0» In tW*l*m*_, .ntiT nTAr rcM, POKU., Jr., 

** *% uiD ^!rroo^u*oS' 

braUUt* and 8—rO aoonotoo oondltton* . 

“ ' exirttat la Hariri# 


_ - %'- 


In a lama dotod Fabmnry 13, 19*2, VK*1> 

. lattor of £^^.Tf££7 ' 

nblob lattor la dotod Fooroary io, i w* , 

J ** / V 

fWn#4# fiKf^AP atrliat" 


eolriri A# 
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■ho* can r*eralto«nt *T toT 0 ^ Qg^nirt Party 1* U? ul y poU tUal 

a ■*><* «it«* «- 1*. **•«*-• 

P ^* 7 . . ,_ ti*K ». TCHDU took *tto 


T t 4 . . 1*0 toted that i« ims W * "“* 

It la »l*o 80 193 fQBD ctatos that to 

tad th» Daaoc ratio front* * “ P**Vi!r i ttoB e f oar logro oo««d»» 

oa£u to«Mpr*»* of HCBUD ffiMHt, 

and P*gro p*opl* f ® r ,-j r *< m . of **r P^pl*® 

SoSTOK HOQHES and otfcar «* 


On Octotor 14, 1942 

£**«*»- ** *. - — ; 

Srt, handle t h. togro <T» H 

B. toiMd tot » Straot, to* 

*»r 9 1941 ot which ti*« 1RICWI * W^ddagh Stroot, Brooklyn, 

T^Clty. Bo-tor. Sf^ U 

In Tork. Oo toy 28. l^JFlT ~ Jnlyl. 1942 to. oollaUral 

tooau- .f -u^-srsrS; pwi» Cl*»#illo*ttoti 1-^* 

d.^.ncy *» IWT * d ^ ^ _ -** to to Itooetto l»to 

* Ob Hlj 6» k? ti^n «hiob vu gr«n^» 

th. ir*y and to atoto ftr* 90j^ ^“^.iob **5* n ^ , J 5 ° 

*>"*« 2. 1942 to *4 l?^ te to^««y 

5S-S* c-didato Tr*Uln«. ** ~ 

Soptoator 4, 1903 Sfltato. to. •^^.“STtoT 

5&®SS^ 

S.*toS ^ ^tooT^to - * •*•*" for *• 0,117 Z*”'^ 

- - •.- «I<WT 

Board, It -M * m 0 * 5 * 8 * 1 ‘ 

^“^^^Utorauro. 
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WO®T listed *s property sos bwm , 
iBBiM moat is dlsorosd fire* Ids first sift, »•«**■• 

WRd *• UgMU « ^fe 08 ?****' •** ” 

t*> K>ntb>, dsuehtsr, bora April 12, M*Z» 

Basils sdTlssd thst ths fils fsrthsrrs flscis s l«ttsr 
RRfflfomsUon, »•» *>rk City, in tW 

ir *d for by CCEI^ miGHT. tb. rsoord. farthsr 
[QHT kti llftd it thi folltfiiil addraaaaat |^] 

467 lartrly Arana t* Brooklyn. (I960) 

473 ¥«st 140th Strict, lr» l$rk City* (M*y 1941) 

XI R«T*Pt T1mg* 9 Brooklyn# (^ 1 *ly 1941) 

7 MidrUffr Straat # feookljxu (Braaast fc ^ r ® 8 *) ^|jj 

flHnn|adTrlMd that th* Bwd*; M^Utioc idto 

aod that ha had feaan vary oooparativa 
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tod JULIA tRIOHT 
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g t-Btrol Bureau of InuwtiBation 

Bnitrb §tntr» Brpartmrnt of Justirr 
]l@vr Tork| H«T* 


Qlm Jw 


March 3» 1943 


HE: RICHAHD^IIGKT 

INTERNAL SEOJKrn 
SEDITION 


— - 

. . r^ o,, i »ttp.r of January 20. 1943 > (Burs&u 

In reference to Bureau lev^er ox ' entitled 

file 100-157464) requesting the status of the nlened 

^LpTIms U toadvise this case has been reassigned and placad 

in line for iBaediate investigation. 

Very truly yours, 

X. E. C0KR0I *** 
SAC 






Richard bright the negro v.h o wrote black boy and native Son books 
are doing no good and a lot of harm they are causing disunity and spreading 
race hatred and if you people dont v?ant America upre up the sane as 
Germany you had better put a stop to sutch neonle'as that poor old ass 
of a Southern Sengtpx^^^ back to Africa movye_ment and sirtch 

oIfl~~f5oIs as^trH at poor craz^old~~^i^ hahd ..right,/ i-e colored people 
are good nature a all we w arT^Is de^a good Jjbb with good pay for work 

well done. Every tine v.'e turn around some one /is complaining nagging 
consta nly crit erc isl ng every thing v:e do. Ribhard .bright seem_ to be un- 
haony in ^merica so we v.dsh to God he would leave and go some olace else 
for he is geting on our nerves. I and all the other colored peoole know 
that ninty oercent of the trash that he puts in his books are lies, but 
if peo-.le in Germany should get a hold of Slack boy I'm awfull afraid Uncle 
Sam's face is going to be red for you cant rule a German if you .cant 
rule America. «nd the lies that poor sick braned fool Richard ..right put 
in his books sure dont do .-ua erip d any good in the foreigner's eye sight. 

\ie colored peonle want baned if he c ant write a 


JiLoody 


enough to 


This is from that poor old fools book Blaci 
provoke the devil. 
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Jrbcral Bureau of }uoretieat« m 
Bniteb States Bepartment of fusttre 
Now York 7, Kew York 



nut mo- 


rotrto 


Director, FBI 



PE* RICHARD HA THAU I EL TiRl GHT 
SECURITY 1AATTER - C 
Bureau File 100-157464 


Dear Bir: 

of the security Index Card maintain 
The copy of the bee y indiv idual has been 
office relative to the above-named tndtv^u 

v now captioned as follows. 



Y. SIGHT , RICHARD KATFJ.KIEL^ ^ 0 

Ape rtment C-23 
89 Lefferta Place 
Brooklyn, Kcw York*Res.) 

Free-lance writer at- residence (Bos.) 


NATIVE BORN 


CCKHUKIST 




fO>otbi-a^ j ^' ll ■ 


t04R IN INSTANT 


'ORK CARD 


refer to m-v-.-M- Better dated BU . , 

Bureau irstructions ^ 

captioned as above, has been prepared and ™, ltion ta . ».n oade 
Index Card Tile of this office. App P ^ Fil6i ln accordance with 

of the card previously main f ^ tsted that the original Becurity lndex 
existing instructions. It « 8 “ ernnl#nt te revised in agreement with 
Card maintained at the Seat oi u f ] fj 

caption above set out. \ I \ C 
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E. E. • 

Special Agent in Ch^rgfi^- 

^ cMI -* 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


3 , 00 ^ 41 67 «-' 
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Director, FBI 

FROM^^“ SAC, few York City^ 

SUBJECT: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT 

SECURITY MATTER C 
(Bureau file 100-157464) 


date: February 26, 1945 





Reference is made to the report of Special Agent 
re aq[ e at few lork City on September 5, 1944 entitled RICHARD 
^^u-.jJTwrIGHT; INTERNAL SECURITT C. T hi 8/ re port sets ait a lead for the 
New York Field Division, "After careful consideration interview the subject 
WRIGHT concerning his association with th^ Communist, Party#" 

After very careful con side rati op^rt is felt inadvisable to 
interview WRICHT particularly as the basis ofc/his break with the Communist Party , 
as appears from his recent articles in the /Atlantic Monthly Magazine, is the 
\j conn uni st Party* s failuret o be suJ Tic 

\ to~tIie^dvancement^f^t^r^25Z ThR^ articles al so lnoi cate a 
1 disapproval -by’WRT GHT oF^the Anerican way of life, 

* jy 

Also considered in arriving at the decision not to interview 
WRIGHT are the facts that he has been classified 4**F dus to severe psycho-neurosis 
and his contacts with his Local Selective Service Board-^vMeflecfed his 
interest in the problem of the Negro to be almost an obsession. 

In view of the subject’s public break with the Communist Party, 
he is no longer being carried as a Key Figure To^ J^eld^^yision, 

howevei^ a’ Security Index Card on him is being maintained by Xork Office 

due to his the Je grp^p roblem. ^ vff Oi J ^ // 

/ The only infraction secured by this office concerning WRIGHT "T\ 

i that has not already been Imported is that he was listed as a member of the 
_JlNational Conmittee of the/lntemational Labor Defense in a pamphlet entitled, , 
-®Equal Justice arri Democracy in the Service of Victory," published by the 
International Labor Defense in September 1944. WRIGHT’S residence address has \ W W 
"Seen verified as Apt. C-23, 89 Lefferts Place, Brooklyn, New York, as of 

February 15, 1945. . > 6***' \ 


/ / 


This investigation is being placed in a closed status by the 
New Yoric Field Division, In the event further investigation becomes necessary, 
it will be reported under a Security Matter C character. 


-(/ 
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Some Impressions 
OfjgTock Boy 


to overcame this limitation of subject! vit 
Imposed upon him in order that he may*se 
clearly, and participate with, the forces whici 
would destroy the myth of white supreme. c: 
Inasmuch as Wright has attained llterar 
prominence, and some circles have thrust upo: 
h<m the mantle of spokesman for his peopl< 
he above all must maintain a clear bead. 


writbi ku wrtt- fcy Benjamin /• Davis, Jr. 

v£n humun focused perspectives, and ambicui- 

Tbe result is a ties and conclusions— many of which mar 
n erica. Black Boy. t » » 

tons in the book. . . , , . __ - . 

__ book is intensely subjective. In fact, 

r j V it is limited by its aubjectlveness. But 

£• people are not bom subjective, and it is dear 

f £ that a young , Negro who has to run the 

[ a j uS nl ■ gauntlet of every type »f oppression — Just 

' > HT jgfy t short of lynching— has subjectiveness forced 
. into his marrow. This heavy pressure pushes 

» to vicw world 111 ** Uves 
jb entirely through glasses colored by his own 

■ A J|S personal suffering from national oppression, 

° which suffering in one form or another be 

meets every day. Those who complain of 
that intense subjectivity are forever stopped 
from doing so, unless they realize what 
brought it about, and also help to eradicate v 
the diseased soil from which it grows. 

- If is important, however, that this sub- 
jectiveness be overcome. It can be done and 
is done since there are new trends and 

of which surround the factors which make the overcoming possible, 

his writing of the book. It is also necessary to overcome it, lest one 

Qportance that this main fall into the trap of frustration and defeat- 
ed death of the Negro ism which the white supremacy forces have 

white supremacy should set. Black Boy says some wholly unacceptable 

ull force For it concerns things about the Negro’s capacity for genuine 

ant to bypass this over-all emotion. Here the author’s subjectivity has 

its force and thereby lead overcome reality. For the tndy remarkable 

Uon of its starkness and achievement of the Negro is that he has 

;ed for correctives. When made such singular contributions to America 

e changed in Its principal —culturally and musically and in all other 

Live secondary aspects will fields— despite the system of national oppres- 

il it does naturally there sion which tends to thwart his every effort. 

bull* The point to: WU1 Wright him** * ,»bk 


npHERE is no doubt that Wright wields ; 

brilliant and stormy pen. Few story teller 
are his equal. But is this sufficient whe: 
there are brilliant writers on both sides c 
the barricades. It is vitally important $ha 
the artist who reflects and the artist who see 
the way out should be one and the sam 
person. For both these factors exist In th 
objective real world, outside one’s self. Jim 
crow is here, yet Jimcrow is also being drive: 
defeated from the scene. Life is not static 
One has to see both )o be realistic, and t 
shape the future. 

Wright does not see the positive, construe 
tive side, and therefore the mirror of his pe 
does not give a complete picture. He omit 
the biggest new thing which is happening i 
the world today— the main progressive cm 
rents from which even the South is nc 
immune. Apparently he is isolated from the? 
developments — and far removed from the pec 
pie. Such isolationism can lead to stagnatio 
—to form without content. It is pretty di? 
cult to see what happened in 1915 if oneH 
Isolated from 1945. While Wright is, of cours 
not responsible for Black Boy conditions, J - . 
is, however, responsible for his own^ahmtar 
act of withdrawal from the foroe^ which a: 
among the leaders of the J>w A ■- 3 
world. He can blame himsew^;; >- 


any Negro and the condJ- M$ k 

tions which corrode th* Ne- A 

-gro family must be elimi- AS 90 

natfid. For they victimize 

not pnly the Negro citizen; they suflocate the 

poor whites to a more or less degree and 

retard the development of the whole South. 

I i does, no good to run away from thU 
essential significance of the hpok^ wie 
purpose of | 
pects, aome 


Thisr is a clipping from 
page ~ s ec . j o f 


Date If - 3- 
Clipped at the seat of 
Mrrt Government 


INFpR^AM? {^NT/ 
^iSUNCLASSIFItO 
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• tETAxnzzr |, 

try Xntelllrcnce Scprle* 

• WfijM^ter. *• 

HOV 2 j::«v - . 

©V v J*ct« tetter cf rraruusittal. * • M 

it* Col* «7* Ed^ar Hoover ' • 

Federal Bureau of Invortiraticn 
Dcpartncr.t of Justice 

The attached ecoiunlev.ier.s er? fercarded fcr year info rr.s- 
tlon and each action as you consider adviseele. 

For the Chief, miter? Intci:i;encc Ser/iee: 




Enclosure?: 


Asrt. ^Atrut < vc Officer, 5. 





to your uttii.l lo’ii o 


ertc& ccjfi.il ng ny chctges to one eniitiad"^ 


ack Voices’ Its retire contents arc- designed ic destroy the jLorafe 


icular I tx. refer to pco e : : 14S in which japan 


AUC 


.as the possible scviour of the colored re 


, this by inference 


plays directly into .trie hnhdE of ovlt er.er4.ea in ams, therefore const! tut 


war. * -■ Ifj: 

-1*.- * ' ' • 

ton^. colored people and oV* 

* ' - ” - . . / v 4, ", ^ 

her entities within tic United Sta'Iee; Bec.cnsible Tor serious violation^ of' 
law end order liv all parts of tl^e Country, eBpewieliy where there sire lv^e c 


[dais puhlif yitiot has -had a large circulation 


V^S-QoXored copulations 


i ► • ]Catcrial of this rherecter in tne hancs of declining persons can lead to - 

..i ,r. . . ' . . '*■ •- - * * V 

: - '-/h*- 1 • • •*-/*-. * - • * : -- .. S 

r ttsxyy f chr^ of sabotage ahd result Jin ‘a general breukdoTrn of morale hound to 1 

* Z '¥ , ' c ~ ^ y V' corrupt , . ** V*? ^ ^ .” 

& y, 1 ' used jto ^ p mt t sj ri national' uni tjjf r so necessary In an all out **wlr the War" - 

effort by America and her allie*. ‘ ^ y A 

*1* '$*.■ - * V . v - ■; V ' . ; - - ' . v - “ g 

Two other books hy* this writer are eoually dangerous to national wsl- f 

*Jch -.v V ••.-'r-v, i,1 

-’fare ^djtojpttws/l will gladlly supply upon request froc ypur office# Sc~*^- v 

■O, * / * • ' ' ^ *. 

/ ■‘-y In addition - to the books, this ties in with one of thS most dangar&us , 

r t '• * ‘ lV ..tw - ^ ^ 

* , epraal# to^ racial ditfcension.of.allan origin, being ussd by rubTersi^t f*>xc®s 

- . A, • > • • • . . .. f ^r 

V*. ’ L# ...v ' 3 - v<* y • 


Very truly yours 


. , , , J . *> * "# <r- 

• v'* \ 

t' rru/fjtreet.. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form Ho. 1 

TMIt CASK OftiafMATEO AT 
1 RETORT MASS AT 


TOEK, iw 


IT ptur no. 100-41674 ^MSr 


rstortmassat j 

HIV TORI, IBV T OBI^ 3-4 -4?^ 

rrnJ ♦ 

RICHABD XATHAHIEL HEIGHT 


HSR too row 
which mass 


W, 5, 6, 11-43- 




CMAAACTS* OT CASS 


HTEHE41 6SCHRZTT 
6EDITI0H 


SVNOPCIftO' rACTS. 



Subject bom In Hatch#*. Mieeieeippi. 1®09, 
aad at age of 15 ran away from orphan a*yl«* 
and then beamed hie way throughout the country. 
Subject eoployed by HPA from 1-3-58 to 5-17-39.. 
Subject the author of •Satire Son , a norel 
which was later adapted into a play ^ 
r .«B ^nd thie play wae Included In The Beet 
Flaye of 1940 and 1941". Information regarding 
eub ject 1 e book. >TwelTe Million Black Toicee 

-* «*• 


- C - 


rep; I foot. 

mA-U 


BXnZEKCX: 


(Bureau File Humber 10C^-157454) « 

Bnrt »u letter to In Terk 4*t.i D.e«h.r *. l^Z- 


■DITAHEs a rerlev of the ln41ee. oftke strUt X r.fl*ct.d tha^th. euti’ 

. loe * t : 4 SlZSa £Sa STttrfi. hon. u 1909. ft. 

leet'e true nan. le BICEiBD ixthjjiih. *“““ follovln , t, 0 ofc»l *Tlr. and 

indie.. al.s reflected ^ . ^4 ^Tncle tea'. Chlldr®*. 

Clond* . ftelT. Killlon Black Tole..! Satire Boo . ana 

Mr. K. B. TOLSOS, In th. 1959 i..u. of ^^^.^t^’thnt 
Tolnae ja.ren, Buaher Tire, terertevieg th.wor .0 fct ghe»’. Kloleelppi. 

RICHARD VBIGHT korn 'on a and ■ohocraey. II. 

a BUt. which 1—4* th. Union in Hi. father *ot tlrN *f 

fully trae.11.4 froa town to town lik , Parely.le (track hi. 

hi. poT.rty-r.TUbi hoa..hcl4 ^t off *tmu.n. In tU^phle , 

■oth.r 4cwn and h. »t.r.4 » •hSLt.d hi. wj all or.r th. eonntry, fUMr* 

-he haont.A B-l. Str..t_and In Thnol. 
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Date : 


BwK'teer f, 
iAC, Stv I«rk 


'*'-**¥ 


} ( Vi^'l V . 
K<toJ^ V 


/^-ictor Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Fros: J. Edgar Hoover>^ Director, *euet 


Subject: 


MCKOO VKI3S? 

irrupt a&mirz - » ditic » 


a rrsas 

t-H^s-tssss --™ 4 t 

i. 

. m«Ha : — l( ie .notice, •• *o « rttu fJ 

• f afflot£«k« Uiulrjr if umr <*$ iftil- 

A..T7T th*t *m« *£; b . r \ h ? v>(lk utltUi 

» P“T»" 5 f d,t !£* «hj*e t ui t» 

L6k Telo.1 * r LrlU Ilpifl^ «*« **» 
ro^ BWfl »#e«r# * *oj* *f thl. J»- 

.. ftffSXw •> "»>«> 

» t i It le^pr* se ao e #f **teri»l» 

- , ; g ;^;r.“r rs- 

5 H “* •”'•*' 


T®J «oo _ 

E . A. T»ma 

CUgg — 

CUvio — 

■ — 


IfflSr*. 


^ ey vusc&4; 


H i *b®^ •__^0^V;UN1 v^* lOl»S Sit 

B»..B ~-f -^.* A _| L ED; 10 


, <r Mr 

Mr 


«»>■ •• - 
Traev * — 

r*fnD t ._ 

c®n«y 1 iL 

H.nd.n 

. gram #r I — 

. M«G*I r a l — ^ 
. Qmima Tar&m _ 


D r C 10 1942 P.M- . 


U 1 --U 


^m. ent_'*J Of ix<Ts:tG*Tw« 
c. e.'MTNMf - K1 °* ,u3T,ct 


- < j • * x < I 


r 3 





^ Tb# novel. •TWeivV Killlon Black Tolea.% which was wrlttan by t he 

subject^ was published, by j thevTlfcing Press In few York Oity In October, l®dl, 
and thl • book it divided /Into) four parts! (l) Our Strange Birth; (2) Inheritor* 
of Slavery: (3) Death on the iity Pavs^Ul ** 4 (*> Uen ln Haking. In the 
foreword, Mr. VBIGET ^siates’whil* thl* novel ] purport* to render a broad picture 
of the process** of^necro life in the xTJnited / State*. Intentionally It does not 
include ln it^coneider&tions thoee aredr^f negro life which eosprlse thei eo- 
called Italinted tenth 1 or the liolated island* of nulatto leadership which are 
etill to be found in nany part* of the South or the growing and influential negro 
niddl# class professional and business aen of the forth who have, for the past 
twenty years or aore, formed a eort of liaison corps between the whites and the 

blacks* • 

JlM 'ihe rofereneo Uttar refleeted that on 148 of the abera-aentlone. 

norel, there wa* materiel that appeared to he eeditloue in nature: and for the 
benefit of the Bureau, the atore-aentloned page ie being quoted ln full! 

■There are alllione of ne and re -are mowing ln all dlreetioaa. *31 
our lire, re hare been catapulted Into arenae rhere, had we thought e“*«ion« 
-of inrading them, we would hare hung back. * eente of eonetant ohange hae l»«" 
etlefitlr'lnto our livet and hae beeoae operatlro ln our personalities nan* 


wti&frT, £ ■ 247 



•i, bur eomeloustti ehengei. at we cone oi ***• » 
4%loth«. .0 run our lh.. in a hundred direction* 

f u« black folk are not poor. A few oj 
oik make their*. but our aoney-aaking < 
ub black folk hare nanaged to tend our 
children are now profeiiional and huii 
ixi rat 0 those of aiddla-class whiten. 


•Today. 

Ve Hake it an the yt) 
our own people* Mai 
school, and a few e: 
standards of lining 
sse.ll huaineBBes; o 

•But the majority of us .till toil on V"**” 
Ud«tr 7 . «d Uhor In the kdtch.n. of tt. Lord, of th. W 
the Buildings. 

' ’The general 41.loc.tion of Ilf. tel* djpra. 
vhlt. .orker. to but through chronic 

their etAnd.nl of llrlng to *°“* ** * , t th e0U i 4 no t 1 

Kan, hnndr.de of thousand, of .thaa fonnd that tn.y coux^ ^ 

for Inerea.od vag.e and mion Meognltlo a , Btl7 b , eo «, 

with thea. As a eonsecjuence, ®any of us ha w 

automobile, packing and tobacco union*. 

•v- aufltationi are found on 146 ® f 
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„. r tao^- *h. lord of to. W W . •*•*»» »l*£&£ oJ’mTS* «£*; 

to c~t « tottto*. *• *«x»* 

to* U pHtl 1 *h» Bo.i.. ef th. Wlt^* ^ ©pottlaj to. Um jn fierto u *> 

ero.t ttmk »W»* th « « oln of *“ ttl . 

•to. of th. plarUtlonao 

todr.d. ef toc«aad. of « ar. aowU* Uto to. «P*»» « 

„ . ... tv , (nllIH ti. fi wtob iwh m» 

It trt with to. u« tld*. <• ^ ut w „,i, Tele*, a ra 

5ar>f-rJ3 
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